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For 160 years, Peoria High has strived to be 
the ‘ Pride of  the City’

                   eing the “Pride of the City,” a phrase one will hear anytime a phone call is placed to Peoria High 
                 School, is at once an acknowledgment of the school’s lengthy history and a declaration of its 
                   current stamp on Peoria.

               In the 160 years of Peoria High’s existence, it has produced Olympians, actors, professional 
athletes, authors, news and sports broadcasters, politicians — any occupation imaginable. These illustrious 
alumni have been celebrated and well-documented.

Yet so many of its graduates, from Lucetta Howell, the first valedictorian in 1858, to the upcoming 2016 
graduates in May, are generational Peorians. They were born in Peoria, grew up here and raised their own 
families, with children who then attended Peoria High. (In Lucetta Howell’s case, her great-grandchildren 
were still attending Peoria High 80 years later — namely Cynthia Boyde Stone, Class of 1940 and one-time 
wife of actor Jack Lemmon.)

The high school’s history in indisputable — how many others can point to alumni that joined the Civil War 
ranks? — but also indelible to Peoria’s own history. Other schools have produced great and influential people, 
observed Todd Pilon, a 1994 alumni and director of photography on WTVP’s documentary “Peoria High:  

A History.” But they 
don’t have quite what 
Peoria High possesses.

“Peoria High has the 
advantage of history 
and longevity,” Pilon 
said.
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Alma Mater Shows What Really Matters
By Phil Luciano Journal Star 1/2016

Startled by the old college building, I halted and froze.  
My mind hurtled backward.  In 30-plus years, I’d not 
seen or considered the place. But in an unexpected 
zap of recognition, I suddenly remembered the promise 
and redemption offered inside the unassuming cube of 
bricks.  And just as suddenly, I felt awash in shame. 

Before I go any further; let me say that I was reluctant 
to share this short recollection.  It’s no great tragedy, 
so some of you will find these words silly or insignifi-
cant. If so, good for you! That means you haven’t felt 
the sting of unfulfilled promise. 

 
Yet maybe this account can caution students, of any level.  As a college instructor, I’ve overheard 
the rebound cry of “C’s get degrees”  That’s true, but they might just haunt you decades later,  
regarding more than just a grade.

In high school, I played the role of an underachiever.  As a clown seeking acceptance, I ran  
with maniacal crowd.  The details are unimportant.  But the reason I often yawn at movies like  
“The Hangover” is because I championed a similar circus of chaos-a maelstrom of crazy that drew 
the constant attention and admonition of police, parents and principals-before I graduated high 
school.

I say none of that with pride.  I limped along, content to slide by with a minimum of effort, my way 
of thumbing my nose at school.  But as I realize now, I wasn’t being a rebel.  I was being a coward.  
If you don’t challenge yourself, you can never fail. 

I remember sitting in an advanced calculus class, overhearing others debate which Ivy League 
school seemed best for them.  This was no class for dummies.  But as they talked about impres-
sive universities and futures, my mind drifted away, and months later I drifted away to the first state 
school that accepted me.  

I set a course for mediocrity early:  High jinks on the first night on campus landed me on academic 
probation, a status never remedied over the next five years.  My studies were forever lackluster;  
in part because I let a great gift fall apart.  

Days after my first freshman class, I got lost on campus and spotted a simple sign stating  
“Honors Program,” indicating a small brick building behind it.  Clad in a Miller High Life T-shirt,  
I strode through the front door and told a girl behind the counter; “I’d like to talk with someone 
about the Honors Program.”  I had as much authority doing so as to call NASA and request to pilot 
the next space shuttle.

But soon I was seated across the desk from an adviser, holding my transcript and records.   
He’d peer over his glasses at the paperwork, then at me, repeating the sequence several 

Dick Weik ’45 
(deceased 2008) was 
honored in the GPSHF 
in April, 2016.  He was 
born in Waterloo, IA and 
moved to Peoria in 1941 
and starred at Peoria 
High School.  He broke 
into the majors with the 
Washington Senators 
in 1948 and pitched for five years at the big 
league level with Washington, Cleveland and 
Detroit.  Weik appeared in 76 games during 
his career, finishing with a 5-23 record and 
4.90 ERA.  He was inducted into the PHSAA 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2000.  (Excerpts 
GPSHF 2016)

Donald Page ’46 celebrated their 50th 
anniversary for the Page Insurance Agency in 
Deland, Florida on June 1, 2015.  The agency 
was established on June 1, 1965 and founded 
by Donald Page as an independent insurance 
agency offering auto, home, business, health 
and life insurance.  In 1976 Page insurance 
merged with The Conrad Company making 
their service in the West Volusia area date back 
to 1926. 

Richard G. 
Macdonald ’55 was 
a 2016 recipient of the 
American Podiatric 
Medical Association’s 
Meritorious Service 
Award. This award is 
an honor reserved only 
for those individuals who 
demonstrate outstanding 

accomplishments on the local, state, or 
regional level in scientific, professional, or  
civic endeavors that have had a profound 
impact on podiatric medicine.  

Class Notes...
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times.  Puzzled, he slowly said with a hint of contempt, “Can you explain how your ACT score could 
be so high, yet your high school grades were so…”-he paused, scrunching up his nose-“…low.  So 
very, very low.”

I didn’t blink.  I was used to such questions/accusations.  Academics don’t much appreciate class-
room layabouts.  I replied with some sort of razzmatazz like, “I know, I know.  I should’ve pushed 
myself harder.  But I never fully appreciated my potential or the value of education until arriving at 
this respected institution of higher learning.”

Over his glasses, he kept peering, his eyes firing laser beams at my pupils.  But I never looked away.  
Eventually, he sighed, warned me not to disrespect the classes or the program, then changed my 
schedule to include three honors classes. 

Honors anthropology wasn’t too hard, though with no intentions to dig up bones or study monkeys 
for a living – I had no idea why I was in there.  But my two honors math classes were like calculus 
on steroids, and as a scholar I was a 98 pound weakling.  Do D’s get degrees?

Thanks to decent grades otherwise, I managed to end the term with a GPA of 2.01 - Exactly 0.02 
points away from academic probation yet not enough to avoid my getting called to report to the 
Honors Program.  I don’t recall its GPA threshold, but 2.01 isn’t honorable in any estimation, any-
where.  Still my advisor extended a gesture of kindness, I could leave the program or get booted 
out.  I withdrew on the spot, walked out and never noticed that building again.  

I straggled through classes but eventually got my diploma.  Still, graduation felt somewhat hollow.  
In joining the Honors Program, I’d hoped to graduate with some sort of honors designation-summa 
cum awesome, or whatever –that would have made up for my high school failings. No dice.

But that was a long time ago. I realize any honors designation likely wouldn’t have altered my life 
much. And I’d barely given the program a thought over the decades.  

Yet in a rare visit re-
cently to my old school, 
I had to walk through an 
area I’d not visited since 
I was a freshman.  Since 
then, I think small trees 
had grown to shroud the 
property.  That’s how, as 
I walked by, the building 
seemed to jump out of 
nowhere and stop me 
in my tracks.  Memo-
ries are like that.  That’s 
why it’s best to make 
them good the first time 
around.  

General John 
Shalikashvili ’54  
– A new biography has 
been written about 
General Shalikashvili 
by Andrew Marble, 
PhD.  Check out these 
links on line.  www.
shalibiography.com, 
www.facebook.com/

Gen.Shali.Biography   and the author’s cell 
202-714-8384.

Tom Walsh ’64 was asked to serve as a 
Board member of the Armed Forces Benefit 
Association.  For nearly 70 years, AFBA has 
stood by our country’s armed forces.  A 
special connection to PHS as one of their 
former board members was General John 
Shalikashvili ’54. AFBA provides life insurance 
in both war and peace to those who serve this 
great nation including our military, emergency 
first responders, government employees, and 
their families. It was created as a nonprofit 
organization in 1947 with the support of 
General of the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower  
“to promote the general welfare and economic 
interests of its members and their families 
by providing superior benefits and services 
principally to military families during peace and 
war.”  At the time, service members could not 
purchase life insurance that would pay a death 
benefit if the member was killed in a war zone.  
What makes it unique is that the insurance 
coverage offered to its members continues 
to have no combat or terrorism exclusions.  
The Board of Directors is comprised of the 
highest ranking military officers who have 
served our nations, including General Colin 
Powell (USA), when he was Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and General James Jones 
(USMC), Commander, United States European 
Command and the 32nd Commandant of 
the Marine Corps.  Tom had a career at 

Class Notes...



Carl Cannon ’78 is founder of the ELITE Youth Outreach Program.  
He said the program at Lincoln School improved conditions at the 
K-8 school by the end of the year.  “It’s a night and day difference 
from before we were here,” Cannon said.  Founded in 2006, the 
ELITE Youth Outreach Program is an initiative designed to keep 
kids out of prison by teaching them respect for themselves and oth-
ers.  The idea came from Cannon, who was assigned to be a prison 
guard in the military and excelled in the position until he realized he 
wanted to keep people out, not in.  This ELITE program operates in 
6 high schools:  Dunlap, Limestone, Quest Charter Academy, Peoria 
High, Manual, and Richwoods.  The Junior ELITE program operates 
daily in two K-8 Peoria Public Schools:  Lincoln and Harrison Com-
munity Learning Center.  

“We are saving lives, changing lives, making sure they understand they have a life,” Cannon said. 
Will Cannon ’72, executive lead compliance officer for ELITE is Cannon’s older brother and over-
sees all the ELITE schools. 

 Early in the year, Cannon hosted a back-to-school parent night at Harrison Community Learning 
Center where 900 students are enrolled, but only 4 parents attended.  Cannon decided to share 
some thoughts and dreams with the parents.  He told them to close their eyes and picture your 
child graduating from middle school.  The parents 
smiled.  He told them to picture their child graduat-
ing from high school in a cap and gown.  Their smiles 
widened.  “Because you came tonight, your child is 
graduating from college,” Cannon continued, “and 
they return to your house In Harrison Homes.  They 
have a brand new car, but they have something at-
tached to it.”  The parents looked confused.  “It’s a 
U-Haul,” he said.  “They came to get you.  Because 
you came tonight, your ticket out of here is the love 
that you share with your child and their desire to re-
turn that love.”

The philosophy is that they are trying to grow a new generation. This ELITE program is giving the 
students lots of tough love, guidance, and  leadership skills.  It is also teaching them respect for 
others, and how to get a job through staying in school to further educational training. Walls, a 
sophomore student said, “Mr. Cannon is teaching us real life.  He is basically giving us a reality 
check.  Like, you step down the wrong path and that’s exactly where it’ll get you.”
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Changing Lives: Many Give Thanks to 
Carl Cannon for His ELITE Program
(Excerpts Journal Star by Julia Mondschean of Knox News Team July, 2016)

PricewaterhouseCoopers  and now lives in 
Portsmouth, Rhode Island with his wife Judi.  

Norm Heiser ’66 was 
training for his second 
Boston Marathon in 
spring of 2016 on the 
country roads near 
Princeville, IL.  He has 
already run Boston 6 
times, but did not run 
in 2013. He estimates 
that by timing, he would 

have been very near the sight of the bombing.  
Norm has run 55 marathons overall.  He started 
running when he was 50 to try to get in better 
shape and joined Illinois Valley Striders, meeting 
many new fellow runners. “The journey has 
been very rewarding.”  Heiser first qualified 
for Boston 2007 with his time in the 2006 
Chicago marathon.  “It was overwhelming to 
make the cut,” he said.  “That’s the top of the 
mountain, seeing the city, running through the 
neighborhoods is quite an impressive memory 
to have.”  After PHS, he graduated from Bradley 
University and began working in his family 
owned Heiser’s Garage and Auto Body, which 
has been in business since 1949. (Excerpts 
Journal Star by David Allen April, 2016) 

Janet Siewert Riley 
’73 received the Suzi 
Russell Memorial Teacher 
of the Year award in May, 
2016.  She acquired a 
Journalism degree from 
Northern Ill University 
and worked briefly for a 
small daily newspaper 
in Hoopeston, IL before 
returning to Peoria.  She took a summer 
job as a packer for Allied Van Lines (Federal 
Warehouse) in E. Peoria that lasted 18 years.  
She then returned to college to get a certificate 

Class Notes...



Thanks to a generous donation by Shaun Livingston, Peoria 
High School has a new weight room.  Located in the old 
gymnasium, the weight room has new flooring, lights and 
freshly painted walls.  The floor is divided in half with turf 
on one half and rubber tiles on the other side.  Students do 
running, stretching and agility exercises on the turf side. 
The rubber side is dedicated to weightlifting.  Three new 
multi-use weight racks were acquired that match the three 
that PHS previously owned.  In addition to new racks, rub-
ber weights and dumbbells, new benches, bars and several 
machines have been purchased.  The facility, known as the 
Peoria Strength and Speed Center, will also receive new 
weightlifting platforms, and a wireless sound system as 
well as a television that will allow coaches to post workouts 
and show workout videos.  In addition to being an amaz-
ing workout facility for athletic teams, Lion PE students 
are able to use the Strength and Speed Center during the 
            school day. 5

Shaun Livingston, Class of 2004, 
Makes Huge Gift to His Alma Mater in COBOL computer programming.  Another 

change of careers led her to Workforce 
Development whom inspired her to get a 
special education LBSI certification.  In 2005, 
she was named the Workforce Development 
Governor’s Individual Achievement award 
winner.  In 2009, she was awarded the Red 
Cross Heartland Heroes Lifesaving award for 
working with another teacher to resuscitate 
a teacher who collapsed from previously 
unknown heart condition.  She credits her 
parents for her religious convictions and work 
ethic.  She teaches at Harrison Community 
Learning Center.  

Colonel Bill 
Robertson ’78 - On 
September 8, 2016, 
Goodwill of Central 
Illinois held its annual 
Reception of Honor.  
The event was held at 
Goodwill Commons 
and recognized local 
individuals who make a 

difference in the lives of our veterans and active 
military members.  Colonel Bill Robertson was 
awarded the 2016 Military Patriot Award.   

Aaron Watkins ’93 
was awarded the Chuck 
Schofield Memorial Award 
for recognition of his 
commitment, dedication, 
and encouragement in 
creating and sustaining 
alternative and preventive 
programs that help 
save lives.  His previous 
employment at Youth Farm Inc. of Peoria, IL 
sparked his interest in youth justice and family 
services.  Trained in Conflict Negotiation, DCFS 
Policy and Procedures, Sexual Aggression 
Abuse Training, and Substance Abuse and 

Class Notes...
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Out and About With Former Lions

L to R, Karen Walton Budd ’57 and John 
Schmidt ’56, not pictured are John Melvin ’56 
(deceased) and Brian Scheuble ’76.  Distin-
guished Alum inducted at Gold Lion Lun-
cheon in October, 2016. 

Chuck Gabbert  ’75 of  C.T. Gabbert 
Remodeling & Construction located 
at the corner of McArthur  Highway 
and S.W. Adams St in the Warehouse 
District.  Chuck started out hanging the 
PHS Student’s Mural of Clean Water 
Celebration.  Now he currently changes 
area artist works out.  The outdoor 
gallery has brightened the neighboring 
area and they even put out a box for 
sharing books for children.  

2016 Lions Pride Golf Fundraiser standing  
L to R: Sissy  & Dick McCormack ’60, Seated  

L to R: Kirk Wessler ’73, and Gabe Baumgardner ‘60

Treatment Training, this experience has strongly 
influenced his policing practices and supports 
his prevention over prosecution methods.  
Officer Watkins is a strong advocate of building 
strong children over repairing broken adults.  
He was a recipient in 2013 of the Peoria Police 
Department Lifesaving/Valor Award, and was 
awarded the department’s Distinguished Service 
Award in 2015 for his community efforts with 
Officer Duncan.  He has served his 12 years on 
the police Department where he has served in 
the Problem Oriented policing unit and Street 
Crimes Unit and has been instrumental in the 
revival of our City’s Police Explorer program.  

A.J. Guyton ’96 was 
named an assistant 
coach for the Windy 
City Bulls, the NBA 
Development League 
affiliate of the Chicago 
Bulls in October, 2016.  
The team plays 24 
games at the Sears 
Centre Arena in Hoffman 

Estates.  Guyton rejoins the organization that 
selected him out of Indiana University with the 
32nd overall pick in the 2000 NBA Draft.  He 
spent three seasons in the NBA before playing 
overseas for the remainder of his 10-year 
professional career.  Guyton got his start in 
coaching in 2010 as an assistant coach under 
Tony Wysinger at Illinois Central College. Guyton 
was serving as an associate commissioner 
and director of basketball personnel for the St. 
Louis-based Midwest Professional Basketball 
Association. Guyton’s responsibilities included 
hiring coaches, evaluating talent and running 
clinics and combines for the league.   MPBA 
Commissioner Ed Schumer stated, “I couldn’t be 
more proud of A.J.  He’s got the coaching skills, 
he’s got the people skills, he’s got the eye for 
talent, and I have no doubt that not only will be 
help the Windy City Bulls be successful, but that 

Class Notes...



7

Out and About With Former Lions

Remember the days as a Journal Star paper boy in 
the 1950 and 1960s!  Rick Ashton ’63 shared this 

photo from 1954.  He stated “I had a good solid eight 
to nine inches to spare before the bag reached the 

sidewalk. Just too funny. Obviously my parents must 
have thought the moment worth preserving.“ 

Class of 1965 Ladies held a reunion in Anna  
Maria Island, FL in 2016. L to R:  Carolyn  
Blecher Ziesman, Sara Paulson Knapp, Sally 
Shellabarger Terrell, Jan Ball Burdett, Karen 
Coker Smith, Melody Starkey Roberts, Lani  
Wilson Cornell, and Patty Kramm Haley.  

Bill Robertson ’78 shared in the Polio Plus Fun-
draiser for Rotary Foundation in raising $17,000 
exceeding their goal.  Bill was one of three area 
volunteers to help raise funds by promising to 
shave their heads to achieve this goal. That’s 
called devotion to the cause!

this is just another step in his own journey.”  
A.J. was also inducted into the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame  
in 2016. (Excerpts Journal Star October, 2016)

Matt Savoie ’98 is a 
member of the Bradley 
University Athletics 
Hall of Fame and was 
inducted into the PHS 
Alumni Association 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 
2007.  He was inducted 
into the Greater 
Peoria Sports Hall of 

Fame in 2016. Savoie achieved international 
recognition in men’s figure skating during the 
1990s and 2000s, highlighted by a seventh-
place finish while competing for Team USA 
at the XX Olympic winter Games in 2006 in 
Turin, Italy.  Savoie qualified for the 2006 
Olympic Games by winning the bronze medal 
at the U.S. Championships.  Savoie learned 
to skate in group lessons operated by the 
Peoria Park District.  He went on to represent 
the Illinois Valley Figure Skating Club and he 
based his training at the Owens Center in 
central Peoria throughout his career. Among 
his many achievements on the ice, Savoie 
was a three-time bronze medalist at the U.S. 
Championships, earning first-alternate for the 
2002 Olympic Games.  He won the gold medal 
at the 1997 U.S. Junior Championships and 
he finished fourth at the 1999 World Junior 
Championships.  (Excerpts from  GPSHF 2016)

Class Notes...



8

Lawrence Horn, Class of 1967, 
Endowed a Scholarship to PHSAA

Class Notes...
Marcellus 
Sommerville ’01 was 
inducted into Bradley 
Athletics Hall of Fame 
in December, 2016.  In 
2006 Marcellus made the 
cover of Sports Illustrated 
by leading the BU to the 
Sweet 16.  Sommerville 
was on holiday break 
from France where he is currently playing 
pro ball.  (Excerpts Journal Star, Kirk Wessler 
December, 2016)

Jemia Carpenter 
’03 was named a first 
team All American by 
the Women’s Basketball 
Coaches Association 
while playing for Illinois 
Central College as a 
sophomore in March, 
2016. The WBCA Junior/
Community College 

Coaches All-America Team includes players 
from all three NJCAA divisions. Carpenter was 
among 10 players to make the first team.  The 
all- around play of Carpenter, a forward from 
Peoria High, has led ICC to a 30-4 record and 
N0. 2 seed in that week’s NJCAA Division II 
national tournament.  She scored a game-high 
21 points in the Cougars’ 77-36 first-round 
victory over Union County.  (Excerpts Journal 
Star, March, 2016)

Daniel Ruffin ’03 will 
coach this season in the 
Midwest Professional 
Basketball Association.   
Ruffin, the former 
Peoria High and Bradley 
basketball standout 
guard and coach of the 
MPBA’s Champaign 

Larry Horn is President and CEO of MPEG LA, the 
world’s leading independent provider of one-stop li-
censes for standards and other technology platforms.  
Mr. Horn graduated from Peoria High School in 1967, 
Yale University (BA ’71, Chinese Studies) and Colum-
bia University (J.D. ’74) where he was awarded the law 
school’s highest honor for writing.

Before MPEG LA, Mr. Horn was Head, Business Devel-
opment, Marketing and Sales for Martek Biosciences 
Corporation where he helped launch the company’s first 
nutritional/medical product lines worldwide; President 
and Owner of HKM Corporation which helped organize 
Cable Television Laboratories, Inc., advised early stage 
investors in The Discovery Channel and devised suc-
cessful business plans for media industry and other fi-
nancings; Senior Vice President and General Counsel 

of Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) where he was recognized for turning around the television 
network company through a restructuring of its network distribution, programming, and labor assets 
while also managing human resources, labor negotiations, and conference services; Attorney with 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s Office of General Counsel; with a Washington, DC 
law firm; and Adjunct Professor of Chinese Law, Georgetown University Law Center.

Mr. Horn has created 
the “Lawrence A. and 
Carol S. Horn Endowed 
Scholarship (In Honor of  
Harry Whitaker)” with 
an initial contribution of 
$50,000, with more to 
come. The Horn Scholar-
ship is for the charitable 
purpose of providing col-
lege scholarships, of which 
the Alumni Association will  
administer. The PHSAA is 
most grateful for this gener-
ous gift from the Horn family 
to help further the education 
of our PHS graduates.  
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Notable Obits: Gone But Not Forgotten
Ellie Newman Goodman 1938 – passed on June 29, 2015 at 94 in West Palm Beach, FL.  
Ellie was a long-time community leader and philanthropist in Peoria.  She attended University 
of IL where she met her husband, Marvin Goodman.  They worked together in several business  
ventures, including Service Realty Corp. with his partner Robert Silberstein.  That company built 
many post-war houses in Peoria and later developed Sheridan Village in Peoria.  Next came their 
beginning of Metro Centre which remains in the family and is operated by her grandson, Eric Brinker.  
Ellie was president of the Kickapoo Council of the Girl Scouts and helped establish and build one of 
the regions’ first Girl Scout camps, Camp Tapawingo.  She also was active in B’nai Brith in Peoria 
and served on the auxiliaries of Peoria’s hospitals.  She and her husband established a foundation 
which gave generously to the distribution of polio vaccine to local children and scholarships to 
many students.  Her daughter Nancy Goodman Brinker established the Susan G. Komen Founda-
tion in honor of her sister, who died of breast cancer in 1980.  Ellie and Marvin were married 66 
years until his passing in 2007. She is survived by her daughter Nancy Brinker and several grand-
children.  (Excerpts from Journal Star)

Robert “Bob” H. Michel 1940 – passed on  
Friday, February 17, 2017 at 93 in Washington, 
D.C. While in the army, Michel landed in Nor-
mandy on the fourth day of the D-Day invasion 
of Europe; he received two Bronze Stars, the Pur 
ple Heart and four battle stars. He had married 
his high school sweetheart Corinne Woodruff ’43, 
in 1948 following his return from World War II. He 
was then able to finish his education at Bradley 
University graduating with a degree in business 
administration.  Michel began a career in politics 
which spanned 50 years.  He served as the top 
Republican in the House for 14 years, during a 
transformative era in American history.  Bob led 
Republicans through the administrations of Presi-
dents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush.  
Michel had a reputation as a skilled legislative 

craftsman, who knew his members, and who could achieve consensus among his colleagues, mak-
ing him a vital and indispensable ally.  He was also known as a straight shooter whose word was as 
good as gold, and his firm handshake a guarantee of good faith. The hallmark of his tenure was his 
deep respect for Congress as an institution of government, his respect for his colleagues and the 
practice of civility in the deliberation of public policy. Michel was awarded the Medal of Freedom 
in 1994, the presidential Citizens Medal in 1989, and the first Congressional Distinguished Service 
Award in 2000.  Michel received many honors and recognitions, most notably a bridge spanning 
the Illinois River is also named after him, as is a Veterans’ clinic in Peoria, and the student center at 
Bradley University.  He was a diehard Chicago Cubs fan, a golfer, a lover of music and an accom-
plished singer, often accompanied by his wife Corinne at the piano.  Gardening was also among his 
most favorite pastimes.  He is survived by 4 children, Scott ’68, Bruce ’69, Laurie ’71, and Robin ’72.   
            (Excerpts Journal Star 2/19/17) 

Class Notes...
Swarm for eight games last season, has been 
named head coach of the minor league’s newest 
franchise in Peoria.  The Peoria club will play  
its home games at the old Woodruff high  
school gym. The team’s nickname will be 
“Peoria Steam” and season should start up  
in late May, 2017.  

Sedrick, Spencer & Sterling Jackson 
’11 were known as the Jackson Triplets at 
Peoria High.  Following graduation, they all 
decided to attend Southern Illinois University 
where Sedrick majored in mechanical 
engineering, Spencer planned a course that 
would lead to becoming a sports agent, and 
Sterling planned to study civil engineering.  
They graduated in December, 2015 and they 
were among the top in their graduating class 
just as they were at PHS.  Sedrick headed to 
Rockford where he began work as an associate 
electrical engineer at UTC Aerospace Systems.  
He made the switch from mechanical to 
electrical engineering.  Spencer will return to 
SIU for law school, another step in his plan to 
become a sports agent after graduating magna 
cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in sports 
administration. Sterling graduated cum laude 
with a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering and 
a minor in math.  He left for Akron, OH, where  
he is working as a transportation engineer for  
G. Stephens Inc.  
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Notable Obits: Gone But Not Forgotten
Delores Moeller Fritz 1943 – passed on February 26, 2015 at 88 in Red Wing, Minnesota.  While 
attending PHS, she was the editor of the Crest yearbook.  Mrs. Fritz became a fashion illustrator for 
major department stores in Minneapolis and St Paul in the 1950s and early 1960s.  Her drawings 
appeared in newspaper and magazine advertisements and in catalogs. Her major accounts were 
with Young-Quinlan, The Dayton Co., Munsingwear, and The Emporium. She became interested  
in restoration of historic buildings in Red Wing, MN. Her father was a portrait photographer and 
her mother was a dress maker.  From her parents, she acquired a deep appreciation for art and  
fine craftsmanship, along with a strong work ethic, which set the stage for her career as a   
commercial artist, painter, and textile artist.  After graduation from PHS, she enrolled at Bradley 
University’s Evening Division.  Two years later, she became a fashion illustrator for Block & Kuhl 
Co.  She also worked as a packaging designer for Muirson Label Co. She completed her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1965 when she graduated Magna Cum Laude from St. Olaf College with a double 
major in English literature and studio art.  Mrs. Fritz continued to paint until a few months before her 
passing on.  Her oil paintings include scenes of Red Wing and her recent travels to Italy, Greece, 
and Turkey.  She was preceded in death by her husband Henry Fritz and one son. She is survived 
by two daughters and one son.  (Excerpts Minneapolis/St Paul Newspaper)

Charles “Chuck” Raper 1944 - passed on September 16, 2016 at 90 in Atlanta, Georgia.  Mr. 
Raper was president of General Portland Cement Co., one of the nation’s largest cement and 
concrete producers between 1967 and 1975, and was later chief operating officer for Dr. Scholl 
and president of a group of Sara Lee subsidiaries.  In 1984, he became a director of McKinsey & 
Company in Atlanta.  But it was his second job out of college that he discovered that it was pos-
sible to be a likable person and an effective leader.  “When I came out of college the wisdom was 
that managers had to be tough SOBs and I didn’t want to be like that.” But at Master Consolidated 
in Dayton, Ohio, I worked with a wonderful marketing guy, he wasn’t a tough guy, but he was 
extremely effective.  I realized I did not have to be the stereotype and that good managers can  
usually be very nice people.”  He had fond memories of PHS and the solid Midwestern town he was 
raised in where he also met and married his wife Maggie Weers ’44.  Graduation was June 6, 1944,  
D-Day.  “That’s the news we woke up to.  The Allies were invading Europe and the thing I remember 
most was that night everybody we knew went to church.  All the churches and movie theaters had 
services.”  Mr. Raper enlisted in the Navy and spent 22 months as an electronics technician.  After 
the war, he enrolled at the University of Illinois studying business and engineering.  After many civic 
board duties he was listed in in Who’s Who in the United States. For all his accomplishments and 
activities, Mr. Raper said that what he valued most was “Maggie and the kids.” He is survived by 
Maggie, two daughters and one son.  (Excerpts Journal Star)

A.J. “Jimmy” Robertson ’46  - passed on October, 2015 in Seattle, WA.  Jimmy was the son 
of the legendary Bradley coach A.J. “Robbie” Robertson and brother of GPSHOF board member 
William  “Corky” Robertson.  Jimmy was an outstanding football, basketball and baseball player at 
both Peoria High School and Bradley University.  After college he signed a professional baseball 
contract with the New York Yankees as a catcher and also played in the majors for the Philadelphia 
and Kansas City Athletics.  Jimmy was inducted into the GPSHOF in 1987 and the PHSAA Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2000.

Class Notes...
DaVonne 
Wennmacher-Pierce 
’87 recently took her 
27 year graphic design, 
marketing and print 
media career to the next 
level by branching out 
and starting her own 
business. Rebelshire 
Design launched officially 
in October 2016. Wennmacher-Pierce has 
designed and produced professional, semi-
professional and college athletic projects, 
admats, press kits and CDs for national 
recording acts and the local music scene,  as 
well as local business branding and marketing. 
Her company can design and produce any 
heatset web, coldset web, sheetfed and digital 
printing, as well as banners, signs, magazines, 
brochures, posters, mailers and screenprinting 
and embroidered apparel. She brings you the 
new layout, design, web printing and mailing  
of this issue of The Lion’s Pride Alumni 
Newsletter.  
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Notable Obits: Gone But Not Forgotten
Randall West 1947 – passed on October 30, 2015 at 86 in Peoria, IL.  While attending PHS he served on the Student Council for 4 years and started the first 
Peoria High Homecoming which included a stunt show, football game, and dance.  He graduated from University of Illinois in 1951 and graduated from law 
school at Illinois in 1953.  He served in the US Army in the counter Intelligence Corps.  He practiced law in Peoria from 1955-1999.  He served as President 
and Vice President on many community boards and received the Peoria Jaycees Distinguished Service Award for community service. For 13 years at Common 
Place, he served as a tutor for third and fourth grade students.  At PHS Alumni Association he chaired the scholarship committee for several years. He was a 
man of great Christian faith and served on many boards for his church. He is survived by his wife, Mary Jane, two sons and one daughter. (Excerpts Journal Star)

Hiles Stout 1953 – passed away on October 31, 2016 at 81 in Peoria, IL.  He was remembered as one of the greatest athletes ever produced in central 
Illinois.  He established records at Peoria High School as an all-star performer in football, basketball, and baseball.  He was a standout quarterback who 
gained over a mile in total offense in his career.  A tough and rugged center in basketball, he led Peoria High to a second place finish in the 1953 single-class 
state tournament.  He also was a power-hitting first baseman on the Peoria baseball team.  Stout went on to play two years at Illinois in three sports, football, 
basketball, and baseball.  He earned a tryout with the Cleveland Browns, but due to a shoulder injury, came home to build a legacy in Peoria.  He worked 
for a time with Caterpillar as a sales representative, then a stint in the Marines. He then formed the Hecht-Stout Insurance Agency.  He also co-founded 
for 26 years and chaired the St Jude Tennis Classic which generated more than a million dollars as a local fundraiser. He ran marathons, played handball 
and along with his wife Marcia and daughter, Susie Stout Sorenson, were a big part of Peoria tennis community. He is survived by two daughters and one 
son.  His wife Marcia passed on in 2001. (Excerpts Journal Star)

Robert “Chuck” Hanlon 1958 – passed on June 29, 2016 at 76 in Elgin, IL.  He was remembered in Elgin School District 54 as the school psychology 
pioneer since he was hired in 1965 as the first school psychologist.  He began his career as a Special Education Teacher and at the time he started this was 
a new mandated field, so he helped develop the protocol for evaluating student’s needs. Beyond his evaluating, he set up support groups for students, par-
ents and staff.  “Chuck had this intuitive sense of how social, emotional and behavioral issues could impact students learning, and he developed strategies 
to help them. He was incredibly calm and insightful.  He just listened so well.” stated by a co-worker. Just one year ago District 54 administrators opened the 
Early Learning Center in Schaumburg, one of the largest preschool programs of its kind in the state.  Hanlon’s imprint also was felt in May, when District 54 
was recognized as one of three early childhood programs in the state of receive the “Award of Excellence for the Inclusion of Children with Special Needs.” 
He is survived by his wife Judith and three daughters. (Excerpts Daily Herald Elgin, IL)

Brice Hessing 1959 – passed on January 5, 2016 at 74 at Germantown Hills, IL.  Following his graduation from PHS, he graduated from Bradley University 
with a BS and MBA and University of Wisconsin Graduate School of Banking.  He served in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve upon graduation from Bradley.  
Bryce had a lifetime career in banking, first working at First Federal Savings and Loan.  He then served as president of First Security Bank in Mackinaw, and 
later University National Bank in Peoria.  He retired from National City Bank in Peoria.  He was active in many community activities and on boards some of 
which are Rotary North, Germantown Hills Grade School and Metamora Township High School boards. He was an active member of Grace Presbyterian 
Church.  He also served on the Peoria Rescue Mission Board. While active in Rotary, he received the Paul Harris award and Fred Sweat Fellowship and 
Service award.  He is survived by his wife Marilyn Hoerr ’60, and two sons.  (Excerpts from Journal Star)

201 7 Class Reunion Dates
Class of 1957 60th September 23, 2017
Class of 1967 50th September 15 & 16, 2017
Class of 1977  40th TBA
Class of 1987 30th TBA
Class of 2007 10th TBA
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